
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As the swine flu (H1N1) outbreak escalated, epidemiologists and members of the public alike 
quickly turned to Google and Google Maps, Facebook and Twitter to report on, to seek information 
about, and to track this global pandemic. In terms of the centrality of Web information to both 
popular and academic understanding of a topical event, 

for flu-related keywords. This session is based on the broad premise that the Web represents an 
under-utilized database of information that is i) vast and ii) updated in real time, which geographers 
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